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Summary:

This paper introduces the Council’s draft response to the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority’s (NDA) Strategy 4 consultation. This paper requests further comments from 
members in order to shape the Council’s final response in advance of the 8th November, when 
the consultation closes.

Recommendation:

That Members of the Board:

1. Provide any further comments on the draft Strategy 4 consultation document to Officers 
by 23rd October;

2. Delegate authority to the Chief Executive in cooperation with the Chair of the Board and 
Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and Corporate Affairs, to develop the Council’s final 
consultation response for submission.

1. Introduction & Background

1.1. The NDA’s Strategy implements UK decommissioning and radioactive waste 
management policy. Schedule 2 of the Energy Act 2004 requires the NDA to review 
their Strategy at least every 5 years. Strategy 4 will run from 2021 to 2026. 

1.2. The Energy Act of 2004 also places obligations on the NDA to support the economic, 
social and environmental wellbeing of the communities affected by activities on its 
sites.

1.3. There are four “Driving Themes” of the NDA Strategy:

 Site Decommissioning and Remediation
 Spent Fuel Management
 Nuclear Materials
 Integrated Waste Management

Supplemented by “Critical Enablers”:

 Asset Management
 Cyber Security
 Health, Safety, Sustainability, Environment and Wellbeing



 Information Governance
 People
 Public and Stakeholder Engagement
 Research, Development and Innovation
 Security and Resilience
 Socio-Economics
 Supply Chain
 Transport and Logistics

The Strategy also includes a section on “Non-NDA Liabilities”, which sets an objective 
to identify, assess and decide how to manage non-NDA liabilities (whether public 
sector liabilities (e.g. Ministry of Defence (MOD) or EDF Energy (EDFE)) or private 
sector liabilities) to deliver greater value for the UK, whilst ensuring the successful 
delivery of the NDA mission remains the priority.

1.4. The NDA Strategy is continuously developing to take account of policy change and best 
practice, and members will recall that since the publication of Strategy 3, the Council 
has responded to consultations, reports and updates in a number of relevant areas:

 NDA Local Economic and Social Impact Strategy, 2020
 NDA Plutonium Position Paper, 2019
 BEIS Implementing Geological Disposal: Working with Communities Policy, 2018
 RWM Site Evaluation Process, 2018
 NDA Accelerated Decommissioning of Magnox Reactors, 2018
 NDA Integrated Waste Management, 2018
 Public Accounts Committee 65th Report on NDA: Reducing Risk at Sellafield, 2018
 ONR Regulation of Sites in the Final Stages of Decommissioning and Clean Up, 

2018
 Environment Agency Guidance on the Requirement for Release from Radioactive 

Substances Regulations (GRR), 2018
 NDA Business Plan and Progress Reports, annually
 NDA Transport and Accommodation Strategies, ongoing

1.5. This paper introduces the Council’s draft response to Strategy 4 consultation and 
requests further comments from members in order to shape the Council’s final 
response for submission.



2. Consultation Process

2.1. The public consultation launched on August 17th and will close on 8th November.

2.2. The draft Strategy is accompanied by a series of questions throughout the document. 
However, the NDA is also happy to receive general comments on areas of the strategy. 

2.3. The NDA has stated that, “When considering responses to this consultation, [they] will 
give greater weight to those that are based on argument and evidence rather than 
simple expressions of support or opposition”. 

2.4. Following consideration of the consultation responses, a final draft of Strategy 4 will 
be presented to the NDA Board for endorsement in Jan 2021 prior to Ministerial 
review and planned publication in March 2021.

3. Developing a Response and Next Steps

3.1. Officers have been developing an informed response to the document over the last 
six weeks. Our response gives reference to a number of factors such as:

 The Council’s Nuclear Position Statements;
 Cumbria’s Nuclear Prospectus;
 Copeland’s Economic Vision;
 Previous consultation responses and engagements outlined in section 1.4.

3.2. The basis of our response also gives reference to engagement in a number of forums 
listed below:

 SNEB Workshop: Officers held a virtual workshop with Members to highlight the 
key issues emerging from the draft document and welcomed a question and 
answer session;

 NuLeAF Meetings: Officers have attended a number of meetings and workshops 
recently to discuss with other nuclear local authorities the draft strategy and 
group response;

 Officers in the Nuclear & Energy Team attend NDA Theme Overview Group 
meetings with NDA Chief Strategists and their teams, BEIS, regulators and 
devolved administrations;

 Officers and Members regularly attend West Cumbria Site Stakeholder Group 
and Sub-Group meetings, which are also attended by NDA, Sellafield/LLWR and 
regulators. 

3.3. A draft of the Council’s response was circulated to Members a week prior to this 
meeting for review and comment. Members are invited to provide input during the 
meeting if appropriate or directly to Officers of the Nuclear & Energy team no later 
than 23rd October.



3.4. These comments will be blended into the Council’s final draft response, which will be 
submitted to the NDA on or before the consultation deadline.

3.5. The response will then be presented to the Council’s Executive Committee in 
November for endorsement, and will be resubmitted to NDA thereafter.

4. Recommendations

4.1. It is recommended that members of the Board:

1. Provide any further comments on the draft Strategy 4 consultation document to 
Officers by 23rd October;

2. Delegate authority to the Chief Executive in cooperation with the Chair of the 
Board and Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and Corporate Affairs, to develop the 
Council’s final consultation response for submission.


